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Report Highlights: 
Despite a sharp reduction in rice exports to African countries, Thailand's rice exports from 
January - September 2003 increased by 2.9 percent from the corresponding period in the 
previous year to 5.3 million tons, due mainly to a significant increase in rice exports to South 
American countries, in particular Chile and Brazil. According to Department of Internal Trade, 
Ministry of Commerce, rice exports during January - October 27, 2003 amounted to 
5,864,904 tons, up slightly from the same period in 2002. In CY 203, rice exports are revised 
downward to 7.1 - 7.2 million tons from the previous estimate of 7.5 million tons. 
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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

Thailand’s Monthly Rice Exports by Region/Country of Destination 
Unit: Metric Tons (Milled Basis) 
 

DESTINATION Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Jan-Sep 03 Jan-Sep 02 % Change

NORTH/CENTRAL  AMERICA&CARIBBEAN
Aruba 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Bahamas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Canada 4,160 4,420 4,785 5,880 3,554 3,322 2,647 4,345 5,246 38,360 37,686 1.8
Costa Rica 12 0 18 43 0 0 0 0 11 84 33 158.3
Dominican Rep. 0 0 0 0 0 0 23 0 0 23 0  -
Guatemala 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Grenada 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Haiti 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Jamaica 177 176 42 43 62 97 43 43 11 693 917 -24.4
Martinique 0 19 0 19 0 0 19 0 0 57 19 199.8
Puerto Rico 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Trinidad-Tobago 358 135 248 0 153 0 20 133 0 1,046 1,311 -20.2
United States 3,774 23,607 33,512 42,189 16,222 17,179 16,136 17,113 19,442 189,174 195,553 -3.3
Virgin Islands 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -

Sub Total 8,480 28,358 38,604 48,174 19,992 20,598 18,888 21,633 24,710 229,437 235,517 -2.6

SOUTH AMERICA
Argentina 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 0  -
Brazil 22 0 0 22 0 10 43 32,311 41,932 74,338 32 235894.0
Chile 21 22,388 6,910 0 21,430 44,945 20 39 456 96,208 12,234 686.4
Columbia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
French Guiana 43 21 0 0 0 21 0 21 20 127 128 -1.0
Guam 68 92 0 71 45 0 0 46 0 323 879 -63.3
Guadeloupe 0 0 150 0 0 120 0 0 100 370 330 12.1
Guyana 0 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 12 23 55 -58.3
Mexico 0 0 0 0 21 0 0 0 0 21 11 90.9
Nicaragua 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Panama 0 0 21 0 21 0 0 0 21 63 20 222.8
Peru 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Surinam 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 0 22 14 56.3
Venezuela 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 38 2 40 138 -70.7

Sub Total 154 22,501 7,081 93 21,517 45,107 63 32,480 42,543 171,538 13,840 1139.5

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY
Austria 129 131 108 135 173 107 194 192 114 1,283 1,149 11.6

 Belgium 1,026 1,487 2,656 1,326 1,181 8,765 237 4,087 729 21,494 26,955 -20.3
Denmark 65 180 21 20 142 128 89 309 250 1,204 1,084 11.2
Finland 127 107 365 138 66 53 86 116 171 1,228 1,603 -23.4
France 3,398 5,368 4,489 3,865 5,255 4,346 3,057 5,213 5,230 40,221 39,119 2.8
Germany 1,748 982 1,426 1,773 1,797 975 670 993 230 10,595 9,723 9.0
Greece 21 86 42 138 0 48 43 22 41 440 431 2.0
Iceland 22 50 12 41 24 17 75 30 89 360 154 134.2
Ireland 0 0 22 21 0 0 0 0 0 43 83 -48.1
Italy 1,127 2,422 3,102 842 1,671 1,821 728 749 994 13,457 14,334 -6.1
Netherlands 2,324 2,678 9,179 3,403 3,298 3,328 7,899 4,303 2,744 39,155 43,839 -10.7
Portugal 144 46 236 193 313 0 193 43 471 1,640 1,177 39.3
Spain 1,781 1,079 2,127 2,112 3,377 2,007 3,299 1,818 3,060 20,659 19,785 4.4
Sweden 213 275 591 505 878 766 610 512 847 5,196 5,912 -12.1
United Kingdom 22,000 918 1,372 2,056 1,549 1,613 901 1,615 1,599 33,623 12,185 175.9

Sub Total 34,124 15,809 25,746 16,569 19,724 23,973 18,081 20,002 16,569 190,598 177,532 7.4
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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

Thailand’s Monthly Rice Exports by Region/Country of Destination (Cont.) 
 
 

DESTINATION Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Jan-Sep 03 Jan-Sep 02 % Change

Other Western Europe
Malta-Gozo 0 22 0 0 42 64 0 25 105 257 193 32.8
Manaco 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 67 -100.0
Norway 856 691 645 533 437 600 667 397 815 5,641 5,875 -4.0
Switzerland 373 364 2,876 258 782 4,548 1,016 642 8,830 19,690 15,080 30.6

Sub Total 1,230 1,077 3,521 791 1,262 5,212 1,683 1,063 9,750 25,587 21,216 20.6

Eastern Europe
Armenia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 43 43 21 100.2
Bulgaria 65 0 43 65 175 43 22 89 0 501 108 365.6
Czech Rep. 345 556 192 373 412 544 0 131 112 2,663 1,443 84.6
Croatia 0 0 0 0 223 182 266 136 0 807 688 17.2
Estonia 0 0 0 22 0 22 22 22 0 86 0  -
Hungary 17 43 145 180 75 156 82 32 75 806 3,825 -78.9
Latvia 129 43 125 0 65 0 586 108 86 1,141 387 194.8
Lithuania 237 43 719 237 194 172 129 86 0 1,816 2,438 -25.5
Poland 100 22 743 43 135 192 43 85 300 1,661 2,533 -34.4
Romania 0 18 0 0 22 0 27 0 0 66 2 3130.4
Slovak Rep. 0 21 0 0 0 21 0 0 0 42 74 -42.7
Slovania 60 22 0 21 0 0 0 0 0 102 125 -18.2
Ukraine 22 65 0 261 1,750 0 0 87 18 2,201 149 1382.2
Yugoslavia 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 0  -

Sub Total 994 832 1,966 1,201 3,048 1,331 1,176 774 633 11,956 0  -

U.S.S.R. 150 215 5,286 22 6,666 280 6,152 2,800 22 21,592 19,804 9.0

Middle East
Bahrain 44 150 214 221 195 142 110 165 4,086 5,327 1,238 330.3
Cyprus 106 113 174 66 203 21 65 22 258 1,029 499 106.2
Dubai 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Iran 25,739 39,108 17,360 13,350 9,343 37,090 72,346 84,138 99,578 398,051 328,128 21.3
Iraq 11,290 15,850 4,150 22,120 5,910 0 0 0 35,452 94,772 147,150 -35.6
Israel 5,112 3,177 4,532 3,786 3,391 2,081 2,545 4,004 2,492 31,121 26,398 17.9
Jordan 2,117 394 899 14,841 334 43 393 236 1,646 20,903 6,764 209.1
Kuwait 235 234 253 149 192 201 64 64 210 1,603 1,660 -3.5
Lebanon 476 0 1,914 1,203 1,914 78 21 47 140 5,794 4,822 20.2
Oman 0 20 0 0 20 0 0 20 0 60 82 -26.7
Qatar 75 22 127 45 63 62 17 21 40 471 366 28.6
Saudi Arabia 3,656 3,838 1,504 5,097 3,892 4,066 4,126 466 3,159 29,804 35,310 -15.6
Syria 86 375 4,722 25,006 69 323 19,080 6,658 399 56,717 79,549 -28.7
Turkey 246 114 553 215 111 1,190 43 65 184 2,720 2,917 -6.8
United Arab Emirates 5,529 3,878 3,534 15,153 8,434 5,535 2,708 7,552 7,033 59,357 138,076 -57.0
Yemen 16,000 0 9,170 22,780 24,610 640 8,200 5,500 15,850 102,750 100,595 2.1

Sub Total 70,712 67,273 49,107 124,032 58,681 51,472 109,718 108,957 170,527 810,478 873,554 -7.2
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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

Thailand’s Monthly Rice Exports by Region/Country of Destination (Cont.) 

DESTINATION Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Jan-Sep 03 Jan-Sep 02 % Change

Africa
Angola 6,262 5,908 171 42 67 67 120 11,064 5,043 28,745 40,309 -28.7
Algeria 12,000 2,000 0 0 0 0 575 959 258 15,792 16,328 -3.3
Benin 15,225 2,100 24,900 17,880 45,204 44,479 33,570 900 744 185,001 66,985 176.2
Burkina Faso 0 0 0 22 0 0 1,000 0 0 1,022 0  -
Cameroon 8,514 6,422 0 2,271 14,536 150 43 4,043 7,193 43,173 30,342 42.3
Canary Islands 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Cape Verde 0 2,000 2,400 0 0 0 0 0 0 4,400 4,780 -7.9
Central Africa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Comoros Islands 432 2,540 340 3,270 632 1,161 294 2,656 301 11,625 10,999 5.7
Congo 5,830 0 0 0 0 0 64 0 0 5,894 14,621 -59.7
Djibouti 2,522 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2,522 1,005 150.9
Egypt 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 -100.0
Equatorial Guinea 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,523 0 23 1,546 91 1608.3
Ethiopia 0 108 0 0 0 0 0 23 0 131 0  -
Gabon 13,243 0 26 698 2,650 7,401 0 0 0 24,018 22,780 5.4
Gambia 0 6,250 0 0 0 22 0 0 1,000 7,271 0  -
Ghana 0 10,046 18,703 17,020 12,747 13,845 11,500 16,793 7,627 108,281 66,234 63.5
Guinea 0 0 45 0 0 46 0 0 0 91 0  -
Guinea Bissau 125 0 3,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 3,125 0  -
Ivory Coast 44,650 31,522 21,945 40,263 40,280 33,970 21,530 24,943 28,807 287,909 254,755 13.0
Kenya 65 86 43 30 56 108 43 64 64 560 358 56.6
Liberia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Libya 0 0 0 71 0 178 0 0 86 335 108 211.2
Madagascar 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Mali 0 0 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 22 0.0
Mauritania 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Mauritius 116 222 96 174 105 143 25 100 234 1,215 25,671 -95.3
Mayotte 40 0 0 0 0 264 440 858 243 1,845 1,024 80.1
Morocco 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 87 -100.0
Mozambique 0 92 3,699 1,100 230 207 437 138 322 6,225 2,755 126.0
Namibia 0 0 0 0 22 22 0 0 0 43 120 -64.2
Niger 0 0 0 0 0 0 500 0 0 500 0  -
Nigeria 67,816 45,524 0 15,804 5,968 9,330 57,120 77,667 48,070 327,299 646,826 -49.4
Rwanda 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Reunion 815 1,319 2,268 1,112 2,452 3,675 2,597 1,711 1,014 16,964 16,187 4.8
Sao Tome 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Senegal 25,995 67,991 43,235 48,015 88,435 3,122 38,101 54,578 44,428 413,900 600,945 -31.1
Sierra Leone 23 8,272 44 23 0 22 23 0 0 8,406 1,021 723.3
Somalia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6,999 6,999 2,500 180.0
South Africa 23,216 22,987 16,293 33,414 46,692 38,738 41,319 34,505 52,274 309,438 217,719 42.1
Sudan 0 0 0 108 0 0 0 115 0 223 21 959.5
Tanzania 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 21 0 21 144 -85.3
Togo 0 46 3,133 2,000 7,506 3,500 22 10,960 7,460 34,626 15,384 125.1
Tunisia 0 500 500 0 7,200 1,000 215 2,323 1,215 12,953 9,645 34.3
West Africa 22 0 0 0 0 42 0 0 0 64 0  -
Zaire 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 0 0 22 22 0.0
Zambia 0 0 0 0 1,000 1,000 0 0 0 2,000 112 1685.7
Zimbabwe 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 63 -100.0

Sub Total 226,910 215,934 140,861 183,316 275,781 162,491 211,084 244,420 213,405 1,874,200 2,069,967 -9.5
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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

Thailand’s Monthly Rice Exports by Region/Country of Destination (Cont.) 
 

 
 
Source: Office of Rice Inspection Committee, Thai Board of Trade 
 

DESTINATION Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Jan-Sep 03 Jan-Sep 02 % Change

Asia/Oceania
Australia 3,977 3,209 5,024 3,032 3,265 4,598 4,183 3,756 4,832 35,877 33,857 6.0
Bangladesh 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 4 0  -
Bhutan 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 250 -100.0
Brunei 0 0 0 0 0 2,772 1,848 4,851 2,919 12,390 21,221 -41.6
Burma 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 297 -100.0
Cambodia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25,996 -100.0
Caroline 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
China 35,110 19,685 26,288 10,623 11,832 5,499 7,661 6,452 2,190 125,340 147,664 -15.1
Fiji Islands 726 1,544 2,365 1,897 1,760 1,195 875 3,535 1,599 15,497 14,917 3.9
French Polynesia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Hong Kong 24,704 21,111 30,561 23,682 23,512 19,169 23,906 19,487 25,897 212,028 202,508 4.7
India 43 0 0 0 43 0 0 0 0 85 43 100.0
Indonesia 71,697 72,890 70,878 39,689 52,663 52,526 25,372 39,315 45,554 470,585 427,607 10.1
Japan 39,378 19,619 35,149 8,201 2,721 5,385 4,379 283 71 115,187 96,502 19.4
Kiribati 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Korea, DPR 0 0 0 10,850 10,990 16,475 16,080 7,000 6,200 67,595 187,757 -64.0
Korea, Rep. 9,850 12,018 5,332 0 0 0 0 0 0 27,200 3 1087900.0
Laos 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2,950 -100.0
Macau 688 604 737 466 774 817 925 523 651 6,183 3,859 60.2
Malaysia 17,794 12,867 12,741 11,962 25,626 32,642 31,897 31,791 18,331 195,650 212,317 -7.9
Maldive Islands 198 160 0 135 157 22 23 91 176 961 1,148 -16.3
Marianas 65 128 90 64 0 82 104 85 107 725 1,106 -34.5
Marshall Islands 0 0 0 0 0 21 0 0 0 21 0  -
Micronesia 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 23 0  -
Mongolia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
New Caledonia 15 102 40 187 106 147 64 97 127 885 795 11.3
New Zealand 552 573 615 765 456 1,025 563 1,408 699 6,656 4,952 34.4
Palau 21 0 0 20 0 0 0 0 19 61 21 189.7
Papua New Guinea 707 1,276 1,098 418 308 44 44 44 44 3,983 499 698.2
Philippines 2,520 6,972 0 44,650 18,328 39,432 146,389 119,825 11,078 389,193 95,772 306.4
Rep. of Palau 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -
Singapore 19,906 14,765 14,642 19,106 22,820 34,740 46,697 22,822 29,685 225,184 195,529 15.2
Samoa 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 0 0 22 22 0.0
Solomon 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 75 -100.0
Sri Lanka 0 22 0 0 65 20 43 0 0 149 135 10.7
Tahiti 3 20 8 0 24 20 41 4 20 140 116 20.8
Taiwan 100 1,776 856 2,001 995 1,404 846 1,298 2,002 11,277 8,426 33.8
Timor 780 52 390 0 390 475 363 78 0 2,527 1,347 87.6
Vanuatu 0 0 0 22 0 0 0 0 0 22 0  -
Vietnam 86 86 237 194 129 0 0 108 129 968 624 55.2

Sub Total 228,941 189,479 207,051 177,963 176,967 218,509 312,325 262,852 152,332 1,926,418 1,688,315 14.1

World Total 571,696 541,477 479,224 552,161 583,637 528,972 679,167 694,981 630,491 5,261,804 5,111,537 2.9
(Monthly)

World Total 571,696 1,113,172 1,592,397 2,144,557 2,728,195 3,257,166 3,936,333 4,631,314 5,261,804
(Cumulative)
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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

            Despite a sharp contraction of Thai rice exports to African countries which are the 
largest Thai rice importers, Thailand’s rice exports from January – September increased by 
2.9 percent to 5,261,804 million tons, of which 1,585,684 tons were fragrant rice. The 
increase mainly reflected a significant return of Thai rice exports (5% white rice) to South 
American countries, (major U.S. markets) in particular Chile and Brazil, due to the reportedly 
much cheaper prices for Thai rice - by about US$ 100 /ton compared to U.S. rice this year. 
Also, rice exports to Asian countries continued to increase by 14.1 percent, mainly exports to 
Indonesia, the Philippines, Singapore and Hong Kong. Meanwhile rice exports to African and 
Middle East countries declined by 9.5 percent and 7.2 percent due mostly to the strong 
competition from cheaper Indian and Vietnam rice in the first half of the year. 
 
 According to the Department of Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce, Thailand’s rice 
exports during January – October 27, 2003 amounted to 5,864,904 tons, up slightly from 
5,845,987 tons for the same period in 2002. Rice exports in CY 2003 has been revised 
downward from 7.5 million tons to the baseline scenario of 7.1 – 7.2 million tons, down 
slightly from the previous year’s exports of 7.25 million tons, down slightly from the previous 
year’s exports of 7.25 million tons, in response to strong competition from cheaper Indian 
and Vietnamese rice in the first half of the year. Trade sources reported that monthly rice 
exports for the rest of the year (November – December) will likely be around 560,000 tons, 
far below the 5-year average of around 700,000 tons, due mainly to the buyers’ concerns 
over the current high freight costs. Also, fresh demand is limited by the pending shipments 
as a result of heavy rain-triggered delay in loading activity a couple of months ago. 
 
 
End of Report. 


